








































































































































































































































































































































































































It was a Memorable Year

By B. ). McPHEDRAN.

Forn se Ttoe yean 1960 wee & meemorable one becamse ihra wirming the
Atlantic Silver Plough Contest held at the Levels in July 1 gained the honour of
representing New Zealand at the World ploughing Contest in Rome Inst October.

I was extremely fortunste in having s my manager Mr. Go M. Scott, 'Ehr.
secretary of the New Zealand Ploughing Association, and abo in bEll'lE -u.l:ﬁrl'ﬂ]:lll!llﬂ'
by my parents. Together we made a h team and learned much about world
ploughing and the administrative side of the sport.

Before our departure from Mew Zealand 1 was given a reception at Parliament
Buildings and was presented with a kiwi badge by the then Prime Minister, the
Bt Hon, W. Mash.

Modern jet air trovel is extremely fascinating. very comlortable and, of course,
fast. Our trip through Australin and the East was most infevesting hat after
a long period travelling through het climates we were rather weary and only too
glad to reach our destination, Ciampine Abrport, in Rome,

Rome is a fabalous city, its architecture being a magnificent blending of the old
and the mew. During the first few days we visited most of the places of historie
interest but soon | was hard al practics,

In this connection our early arrival was o great advantage as we were ahls
to ndjust oorselves to the strange mew conditions and were fortunate to obtain the
use of some private ground for practice. To all contestants whe wsed their ploughs
skilled help and guidance were available from the team of Hansome factory experts
sent from England for the purpose. In all the New Zealand contests | had used a
Eeeia IJ}' coqt e e [.quib and as the Ramsome was new to me | comsbdered
mysclf fortunnte to hove their help,

The first World Ploughing Contest was conducted in Canada in 1953 under
the nuspices of the Esso Ol Company. New Zesland membership of the Eﬁﬂ“ﬂll“]ﬁ
organisation, which includes 18 constituent countries, dates from 1956, The main
purpese in conducting the World Contest is, of course, to find a World Floughing
Champion among the representatives of the participating countries, the prize being
the Esso Golden Plough, _

The motto of the World Ploughing Organisation is * Pax Arva Colat® which
means * Let Peace Cultivate the Fields!' e suitability of the molto was apparent
when one observed the peaceful atmosphere of the contest which provided an example
for all the world to emulate. 1f all countries could merge together as successfully
as their representatives did st Rome, many barriers would be hroken down and
greater understanding built up among the les of the earth,

Closely sssociated with the World Ploughing Organisation is the Food nnrrl
Agricultural Organisation which fully approves the promotion of good plonghing
aa the basis of a higher standard in agriculture and this in turs provides an abundance
of good food for the world's fast growing population,

The 1960 World Contest was held at Tor Maneina, just off the Salarian Highway,
about 16 miles from Rome. In this same soil 27 centures ago Romulus ploughed
the farrow in which was sown the seed of Roman civilisation which so profoundly
inflaceed the destinics of the modern world. The contest site was acluslly om
the banks of the Tiber which, prior to my arrival, had fosded the whole srea s
the result of torrentinl rains. The land had only recently been reclaimed and had
been specially levelled in parts, desined, and resown for the contest partly in a
cereal crop to provide the stubble ground for the first day and partly in a type of
elover for the grassland work on the secomd day.




































